Fiesta San Antonio Commission
THE ORDER OF THE CASCARON NOMINATION FORM

Name of Nominee: __Karen 1. R ogers
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On a separate sheet:
In 400 words or less, please describe the contributions that your nominee has made to Fiesta’. Please

include:

1) Detailed information on the volunteer role that your nominee has played in the Fiesta celebration.
Give specific details on how your nominee's efforts have had an impact on the Fiesta” celebration in
a positive and long lasting way. Elaborate on specific volunteer duties and responsibilities nominee
has undertaken.

2} The length of time that your nominee has been involved in these activities. Give specific years
nominee was active in these activities.

3) if your nominee served in a specific leadership role during Fiesta', i.e., Fiesta royalty, president of a
Fiesta organization, chairman of a Fiesta event, etc., indicate how their volunteer involvement has
gone beyond the normal responsibilities of that role.

Please submit your Nomination Form and essay by 5 p.m. on February 24, 2017 in person or by email to:
Fiesta' San Antonio Commission
2611 Broadway, San Antonio, Texas 78215



On behalf of the membership of the State Association of Texas
Pioneers, | am submitting Karen Rogers as our nominee for the
esteemed Order of the Cascaron. Our Fiesta event is the annual
PATRIOTIC AND HISTORICAL BALL. The first Ball was held in 1919 and
Karen has worked diligently to grow our event toward a fabulous
Centennial Ball in 2019. Selected as our Honorary Lady Chairman in
2002, Karen has been Ball Chairperson since 2004. As Ball Chairperson,
Karen is responsible for all expenditures, reserves the venue, arranges
for entertainment, bar service, Master of Ceremonies, decorations,
invitations, programs and tickets. She chairs our participation in the
Pilgrimage, Battle of Flowers Parade, Flambeau Parade, and orders,
distributes and sells our medals. This is in addition to fulfilling all
responsibilities as our PMO commissioner since 2004. In recognition
for her contributions to the Pioneers’ Fiesta involvement, she was given
the FACES OF FIESTA AWARD in 2008.

Karen has developed ways to raise funds for the Ball to make it more
self sufficient and less dependent on our Fiesta Commission allocation,
while keeping it a very affordable event. In 2008, she started obtaining
sponsors to underwrite some of our expenses. This helped greatly, but
several challenges to our Ball occurred when the Villita Assembly
Building venue was unavailable for two years. The attendance dropped
and so did our income. She singlehandedly pulled it back together and
our Ball returned to the VAB in 2016 and was very successful. Her goal
is to make the 2019 Centennial Ball a spectacular event and one the
Fiesta San Antonio Commission can be proud of.

Karen has also contributed greatly to Fiesta by her work with The
Woman’s Club. In 2008, she started the first Teen Queen Reception.



Prior to this year, a luncheon was held exclusively for the Fiesta Queens
and their mothers and sponsors. The new format allowed the Womans
Club membership to host all Fiesta Royalty, sponsors and PMO
representatives to enjoy their hospitality at the Woodward House.

This idea has brought the Queens and their organizations closer
together and allowed for bonding before the actual start of Fiesta.

Karen has served and contributed to other Fiesta Commission
committees since she became a PMO Commissioner. For example, in
2013 and 2014, Karen was on the Host Committee and prepared
delicious meals to serve our guests. This year she is serving on the
Accreditation Committee.



Karen Helmke Rogers
3203 Woodcrest Drive
San Antonio, TX 78209

Personal Information

Born® September 26, 1956 in San Antonio, Texas

Marned to Steven Blane “Steve” Rogers (June 16, 1979)

Children- Kimberly Grace Rogers (Jan. 2, 1987), Meredith Joy Rogers (July 19, 1990)
Robert Blane Rogers (May 28, 1992)

Education
1974 Graduated Alamo Heights High School, Alamo Heights, TX
1978 Bachelor of Science in Education, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX

Career Record
1978-1980 Lubbock Independent School District, Lubbock, TX
Ella lles Elementary School
Resource Teacher 1978-79, 2nd/3rd Grade 1979-80

1980-1984 Midland Independent School District; Midland, TX
Henderson Elementary School
4th grade Math & Science 1980-82
3rd grade 1982-84

1984-1988 Architects Environmental Group, Inc.; San Antonio, TX
Secretary/Bookkeeper

1988-1992 North East Independent School District; San Antonio, TX
Northwood Elementary School
Adaptive Resource (self contained Special Education) 1988-92

1992-present  Alamo Southwest Management, San Antonio, TX
Secretary / Treasurer

Church Involvement
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Midiand, TX
Sunday School Teacher 1981-1983
Adult Choir 1981 -1984
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church; San Antonio, TX
Youth Sponsor Fall 1984 - May 1987
Sunday School Teacher Fall 1989 - 2004
Children’s Chapel co-leader 1992-1994
Children’s Librarian 1996-2000
Christmas Pageant Costume Director 1992-2003
Children’s Council 1994-96, 1997-99
Mingles Coordinator (Young Adult Supper Club) 1984-86
Foyers Coordinator 1986-87
Parnish Picnic Co-Chairman 1994-96
Caroling on the River Coordinator 1995-2000
Family Retreat Coordinator 1995-1999
Women of St. Mark’s Central Committee 1998-2001
Asst. Treasurer 1998-99, Treasurer 1999-2001
Lenten Luncheons Bookkeeper 1999-2003
Intenm Director of Christian Education - Summer 2000, Fall 2001
St. Luke's Episcopal Church; San Antonio, TX
Women of St Luke’s Central Committee 2012 - present
Treasurer 2012- present
Green Door Thrift Store Volunteer 2011-2013
Operations Committee Treasurer 2013- present
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Bishops' Happening Movement of Diocese of West Texas

Board member 2005-2009

Chairman 2006, 2008

Registrar 2009-2013

Served on staff for Happenings #100, 101, 104, 106, 110, 113, 114, 119, 120, 124, 129 in the
Diocese of West Texas

Served on staff for Happenings #31 and 32 1n a sister diocese

Served on staff for Happening Reunions #102, 103, 107, 108, 111, 117, 123, in the
Diocese of West Texas

Community Involvement
Alpha Delta Pi Alumnae
International Offices held
Province Director 1986-1988
Collegiate District Director 1988-1991
Texas State Alumnae Association
State Registrar and Convention Manager 1985-1986
Outstanding Texas Alumna 2000
Outstanding Texas Parent 2009 and 2013
Lubbock Alumnae Association member 1978-1980
Alum Chum 1978-1979
Midland Alumnae Association member 1980-1984
Recommendation Chairman 1981-1983
San Antonio Alumnae Association member 1984-present,
President 1985-87
Recommendation/Prospective Member Info Chairman 1995-2000
Registrar 1985 - present
Newsletter Editor 1998 - present
Panhellenic Delegate Fall 1998 -Spring 1999
State Convention 2000 Co-Chairman
State Convention 2008 & 2017 Treasurer
Epsilon Epsilon Chapter House Corporation (for Texas Tech Chapter House)
Secretary 2014-2015
Treasurer 2015 - present
Construction Management 2016 - present
Epsilon Epsilon Chapter 50t Anniversary Celebration
Co-Chairman / Treasurer
Daughters of the American Revolution, Alamo Chapter member
Daughters of the Republic of Texas, Alamo Mission Chapter member
Fiesta - San Antonio Commission
Host Committee 2013, 2014
Junior League of San Antonio (active member 1986-1996, sustainer 1996-present)
Rummage Sale Committee, Call Four, VIEW
Friends of the San Antoniop Metropolitan Ballet Company member 1996-2001
Flower Sales Committee, Raffle Committee, Silent Auction Committee, Costume Committee
Panhellenic Association of San Antonio
Bulk Mail Chairman 2014 - present
State Association of Texas Pioneers member 1984 - present
Honorary Lady Chairman 2002
Ball Chairman - Patriotic and Historical Ball 2003 - present
Fiesta Commissioner 2004 - present
Fiesta Event Chairman 2004 - present
Received 2008 Faces of Fiesta Award
Woman's Club of San Antonio member 2001 - present
31 Vice President 2004/06, 2008/10
Queen’s Committee 2008, 2009, started Queen’s Reception in 2008
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Fiesta Committee: River Parade Chairman 2004, 2005, 2009
Scholarship Committee 2008/10

Girl Scouts of America
Troop 183 co-leader 1996-97, cookie chairman 1994-97
Troop 122 co-leader 1996-99; cookie chairman 1996-99
Henderson Elementary School PTA member 1980-1984
Secretary 1982-1983
Texas PTA Life Membership Recipient 1983
Northwood Elementary School PTA member 1988-2003
Membership Chairman 1997-1998
First Vice President 1998-2000
Rummage Sale Committee 1998-2003
Silent Auction Commitiee 1998-2003
Millennium Presentation Committee 1999-2000
Classroom Representative (Room Mother) 1993-1997
National PTA Life Membership Recipient 2001
Garner Middie School PTA member 1998-2006
President 2000/01 and 2001/02
Sixth Grade Party Co-Chairman 1998/99,
Career Day Chairman 1998-2001
Concessions Committee Fall 1999
Recipient of NEISD Supernntendent’s Volunteer Award for Career Day
MacArthur High School PTSA member 2001-2010
PTSA First Vice President 2004/05, 2008/09, 2009/10
PTSA Treasurer 2002/03, 2003/04
PTSA Secretary 2005/06
Project Graduation Chairman 2008 , Treasurer/Co-Chair 2005
PTSA Life Membership Committee Chairman 2001/02
MacArthur High School
Choir Boosters Member 2001- 2010
President 2006/07, 2007/08
Fundraising Vice President 2002/03, 2003/04
Treasurer 2004/05, 2005/06
Newsletter Editor 2008/09
Girls Basketball Team Concessions Chair 2005/06, 2006/07, 2007/08
North East ISD
Volunteer of the Year for MacArthur Cluster for 2000 - 2001
Representative for MacArthur Cluster on District Educational improvement
Committee 2001 - 2002
Member of District Bond Issue Review Committee 2001/02
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Karen Helmke Rogers

Collegiate Record - Texas Tech University
Alpha Delta P1 (inthiated February 8, 1975)
Pledge Class President (Fall 1974 - Feb 1975)
Best Pledge Award
Panhellenic Junior Delegate (1975-1976)
TTU Panhellenic Council
Vice President (1976 - 1977)
President (1977 - 1978)
Planned and executed rush for over 700 women with PH Rush Chairman
Presidents’ Council President (1977 - 1978)
Rho Lambda member (1976 - 1978)
Alpha Phi Omega
Fraternity Sweetheart (1976 - 1978)
Red Tape Cutting Center Staff
Teacher's Assistant at Ballinger Learning Center and Dupre Elementary School
Varsity Athletic Recruiter
Dean’s List (6 semesters)
Student Council for Exceptional Children
Texas Student Education Association
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Nomination for Karen Rogers to b  Thursday February 23 2017 8 16 AM
e Order of the Cascaron

From "Rose Hoelscher” <justrose37@yahco com>

To “Albert Van Cleave" <albertv3@swbell net>

| would like to nominate Karen Rogers for the Order of the Cascaron Karen has
spent many years in planning and encouraging people to attend the Patriotic and
Histoncal

Ball for the Fiesta She also suggested that instead of having the Fiesta Teen
Queen Luncheon for just the Teen Queen that a reception be initiated for all Fiesta
Royalty to be held at the histonc Woman's Club Home This has become another
annual Fiesta event

She ts a true creative individual who loves Fiesta and dedicates many hours to
bnnging the spint of Fiesta to all

Rose Hoelscher

Sent from my 1Pad

Actions ¥ Apply

Home

N



I am seconding the nomination of Karen Rogers for the honor of Order of the Cascaron.
She has contributed to Fiesta through her work for the State Association of Texas
Pioneers in so many ways. How great to chair the Patriotic and Historic Ball since 2004
and have the newly crowned King Antonio visit as his first official event. My association
with Karen is through her contributions to the Woman’s Club of San Antonio. Her civic
work with the Teen Queen and Court; and her ability to give the young ladies a platform
to meet and host the Fiesta Royalty and their sponsors is most appreciated. This is an
important element for Fiesta. In closing, Karen Rogers has worked diligently, and her
dedication, perseverance and selfless service to Fiesta clearly warrant her acceptance into

this most esteemed association.
M K
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Order of the Cascaron Committee February 20, 2017

To whom it may concern,

This letter of recommendation requests Karen Rogers to be considered for the 2017 Order of the
Cascaron.

Mrs. Rogers has spent countless years volunteering for various committees, from the Fiesta Commission
to the Women’s Club.

My first experience with Ms. Rogers was as Women's Club representative during my role as Charro
Queen. ‘She welcomed me as wellas the other gueens ina matherty role and guided us through a
seamless transition into Fiesta. She always had a smile for us and we could count on her no matter how
hectic our schedule became.

As a PMO Commissioner for the Charros, | worked again with Ms. Rogers, PMO commissioner of the
State Association of Texas Pioneers. | saw her tirelessly assist in the committees, representing the State
Pioneers and being the face of Fiesta. She hardly misses a meeting, volunteering in all capacities
requested of her.

Finally, as a fellow executive committee member of the State Association of Texas Pioneers, my leve] of
respect for Mrs. Rogers has increased tenfold. For years, she single handedly organized and ran the
Annual Military and Historical Ball, setting up the event with a small committee in between running to
other Fiesta Events. Seeing her “behind the scenes,” was incredible. Never showing signs of being tired
and always with a smile on her face to ensure another year of success for the Pioneers.

| am glad to recommend Mrs. Karen Helmke Rogers to the Order of the Cascaron for being the
exemplary image of what a recipient should be; a genuine person who not only volunteers her time to
the Fiesta Organizations, but also encourages others with her positive personality.

Sincerely,

8

rma Iris Duran de Rodriguez



Barbara J Vander
13437 Vista del Rey
San Antonio, TX 78216

February 23,2017

Dear Fiesta Commissioners:

Karen Rogers has worked diligently to promote Fiesta not only through her activities with the pioneers
but with her PMO positon with the pioneers for the Fiesta Commission and its members.

She and her family have kept the State Association of Texas Pioneers alive and a viable organization since
| have known them for over 20 years. Karen has served as Honorary Madam Chair Lady. She has been the
committee chairman, organizer, contractor, wrangler and anything related to the annual Patriotic Ball,
from contracting and setup to take down. She has performed this function forever and you can always
depend on everything going smoothly with her in charge.

She has also has assumed the responsibility of renting and decorating the Horse Carriage for the Battle of
Flowers Parade and the Flambeau parade. She has this down to a science. She also negotiates the contract
with the Witte for the annual Honorary Madam Chair Lady reception and makes sure that setup and take
down runs smoothly.

She has been representing the association as our PMO with the Commission forever and is a regular
attendee and supporter and keeps the association informed of changes. She also applies for the
Commission reimbursement for our ball.

These items seem so simple when on put on paper, but anyone invoived in any Fiesta event knows that
there are a lot of moving parts that have to come together to pull off an event and make everything
successful. | cannot say enough about how well organized, how committed, and how dedicated Karen is.
Karen is a great asset to our association, to the success of Fiesta and to the San Antonio community as a
whole.

Please consider this my support for Karen in any and all capacities related to the Fiesta Commission. She
will be leader for the commission as she has been leader to us.

Barbara J. Vander



